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and principles which private writers have thus distorted or exaggerated have themselves no real place in the English Church. It may he true that some High Churchmen have used language which exceeds the fair limits of English Church doctrine. Monsignor Capel meant that the whole characteristic High Church teaching was of this description, whereas, in the main, I bfelieve it to be based with scrupulous exactness on the formularies. All religious schools are liable to be weighted with excrescences, which zeal insufficiently balanced by knowledge or by wisdom is apt to produce. But these parasitical growths are not fairly chargeable upon the whole body. No one would make the Archbishop of Canterbury or Dean Stanley responsible for a work on ' Literature and Dogma' which the accomplished son of their great teacher has lately written. Yet, whatever they may think of the book, so far as I know, neither of them has gone out of his way to say a word upon the subject of it, although they would speak from positions which would command universal attention. Such an illustration more than covers the case before us; and some of the mistakes on which you comment rather severely are in all probability due to inadvertence. Mr. Carter may never have noticed an expression which was probably determined by the necessities of rhyme, and which occurs in a manual that has sought the high sanction of Ms name; in any case, his life and mind as a whole are altogether out of the reach whether of my criticisms or my apologies. You complain of my tenderness towards language which exaggerates or misrepresents my own belief and principles, and you contrast it with what I feel and say about theories which reduce the Sacraments of Christ to lifeless and worthless forms, and the Bible to something little better than a mass of legendary error. I cannot help it; and I should despise myself, both as a man and as a Christian, if, because I deeply regret exaggerations of devotional language and ceremonial practice on the part of the so-called 6 Ritualists,' I could forget that many of them are in every way my superiors; that they are doing a work among the poor and the suffering which puts me, at any rate, to shame; and that the cynical injustice with which, for the moment, they are assailed by an earnest but uninstructed public opinion is certain, sooner or later, to be followed by a revulsion, dictated by the generosity and ,the honesty of our national character, which may bring with it more real perils than their present unpopularity. For the rest, all honest men are agreed that the personal consequences of our moral judgments must take care of themselves; and that no private ease can compensate for the misery of conscious cowardice, when conscience has spoken.